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1. At of 21 November 1951, the Chinese Communists were operating seven 

assembly and training bases, at which Armored Force Command (AFC) units 
were being organised and trained, and four AFC training schools which 
were giving regular instruction to cadres, 1 These bases and schools were 
as follows: 

a. First Assembly and Training Base at Ch 0 anghsintien (116-12, 39-*#)* 

b. Second Assembly and Training Base at Ssup* ingchieh (124-22, 43-11), 

Co Third Assembly and Training Base at Yungchi (126-32, 43-51)* 

do Fourth Assembly and Training Base at Hsuchou (117*“l6, 34—18)* 
e* Fifth Assembly and Training Base at Ioyang (112-26, 34-40). 

f. Sixth Assembly and Training Base at Fuanghan (104-17* 3 0-59). 

g. Seventh Assembly and Training Base at Sian (108-34* 34-16). 6 

h. First Armored Force Training School at Tientsin. 2 ? < 

i. Second Armored Ibrce Training School at Muloden. 


j „ Third Armored Force Training School at Hanking. 
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2* In July the first class graduated ahead of schedule from the AFC 
training school at Tientsin, officially designated as the First 
Armored Troops Training School of the Chinese Communist Amy** Its 
1,100 cadres were returned to the units from which they had been 
transferred for training or were assigned to new units as subordinate- 
grade cadres* In August, training began for the second class of 700 
students, 70 per cent of whom were subordinate-grade infantry cadres, 
while the remainder Included students from middle schools, technical 
colleges, or universities, and a few educated factory workers* All 
were members of the Chinese Communist Party or Youth Corps* 

3* The student body was divided into four battalions, each battalion into 
three companies, and each company Into three platoons* There was also 
one communications company* One military police company from the tank 
division stationed at Tientsin was garrisoned at the school and per- 
formed patrol duties* 

4* As of early November the school was equipped with six Soviet-made 
training tanks, five Japanese 7j-ton tanks, three 15-ton tanks, two 
Soviet-made T-3** tanks, and one armored car* 

5* Soviet advisers and instructors lectured and supervised the training 
program, which was based on that of the USSH* Administrative personnel, 
including the political cossslssar, were all Chinese* 

6* The training program was designed to give full training to all students 
so that a graduate could perform any of the dutiee of a tank crew* 
Students received six months of preliminary training consisting of 
basle infantry training, political training, and cultural education* 

The training program was divided into three major steps as follows 9 

a* Individual instruction) 

(1). Driving? Students were taught first to perform all driving 
operations while seated in a model driver 9 s seat* Then, 
seated in a real tank, the student manipulated the controls 
and thus moved a model tank, which was about two meters long 
and electrically connected to the controls of the real tank, 
over a terrain board containing bomb craters, mountains, 
trenches, anti-tank obstacles, and barbed wire* In the final 
stages, the student drove tractors and then tanks, and 
practiced installing and removing spare parts* 

{2)* Gunnery training? Practice in aiming was given on machine 

guns, using triangular targets, and on tank guns, making use 
of the short-length focus method* For this method* an ordinary 
gun was adapted by fixing a small electric light at the end of 
the barrel and a double-convex lens at the wuazle* The electric 
light was so placed on the focus of the lens that parallel 
rays of light were emitted* After aiming, the student stepped 
on the releasing pedal, rays of light were emitted, and the 
position of the focus determined the accuracy of the aim* This 
gun was used with both fixed and moving targets* For firing 
practice, 7*9 mm light machine guns and the Soviet-made 37mm 
instruction gun were used. 
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(3b Grenada throwings To develop arm strength and meed in 
thywing* d’umrry grenade® ware uaad at first* Thee tmi 
“ewnmbor" grenade si and grenades with wooden bandies were 
wd, both *ype« being manufactured by the Taiyuan Arsenal,. 

(4b Ctormaloa.Uon® trainings Training In light signalling and 

flag signalling wa® given* and separate team# were organised 
fbr mdlo and m&topheue training* 

ho Group iartracUoas Qmup or formation training utilised We* wheeled 
miniature tanks* sixths® led ©iat&ture tank®, and, three^-wheel ed 
nodiu»«eised tanksg company*®!*# in® traction |iw m mm than 
ten large and small tank®. Firing practice mt than Mid % 
platoon-flse and company* «ls© unitSo 

e* Com'bat training!,’ 

Ub Marching* including long distance marches by tay and night 
march®®* 

I 2 ) © Individual combat practice*? 

Cj)** Joint armor®d«la^Mitry combat exercises© 

C4b Joint armored foree-ertil Wry oo»bat exercises© 

C5)® Joint armored ibroe-elr fore® cfuski exercise®- 

f6) c Anti-air mid precaution® taring aarehee© 

(7b Anti-air mid precaution® during’ bivouac* 

(8b Joint armored foree-aoavairy combat exercise®* 

?o Be Ween July and October* AFC contl nmlly received modern Soviet equip-* 
ment and tma reorganised extensively ©** The following nev unit® wer« 
formed s 

a* The 5 TUsk Division we® placed under the co mmnd of the Southwest 
China Military Area 6 and stationed at E u&nghao ( 104*17 w 30-39)© It 
consisted ©f Wo tank regiment®, on* motorised artillery battalion* 
one motorised infantry ic" ui and auxiliary unite* 

b© The 3 Independent Tank Regiment vet placed x m&er the * ttmand of tto 
Northwest China Mill Wry Area and stationed at Sian C 108-34, .34-16)* 

It conei®t«d of five tank companies* one motorised artllleiy company* 
and one motorised Infantry company « 

©o The 4 Independent Tank Regiment placed under the command of the 
Central and South China Military Area and stationed at Loyang (112-26? 
34«40) c It eoneleted of four tank comu&nie®* tm motorised artillery 
companies* and Wc motorized infantry eotnoaui®®* 
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1. ^^^^^Bfrom the same source* reported at of 

Hay 1951 only one ATC training base at Ch’angheintlen and one 
Chinese Communist tank school in Tientsin* Training centers at 
Ssuptlngchieh* Tungchl* and BsuoWu were listed among those establish- 
ed especially for short-term training of specific tank units. 

^mimcjQmrait. reported the training period at the 

Tientsin school to be three years. 

BHBB Comment . Probably individual tank combat exercises in which 
one tank attacks another. 


4. VHHHL&SSS&* reported that by mid-April 1951* AJC 

25X1 A had organised three tank divisions and one independent tank regiment* 
and that one add'. tonal tank division and one Independent tank 
regiment vere ir. the prooess of formation. According to other Informa- 
tion available to this office* by mid-August the APO consisted of 
three tank divisions and four independent tank regiments. 
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